
Level 1  

Course 

Designer

Level 2 

Course 

Designer

Level 3

Course 

Designer

Level 4

Course 

Designer

Level 5 

Course 

Designer

Intro &  

FEI Level 1 

Course 

Designer

FEI Level 2 

Course 

Designer

FEI Level 4 

Course 

Designer

FEI Level 3 

Course 

Designer

Course Designers Progression Chart

Details of how to progress through the levels are detailed below, including the 

key criteria and competencies which need to be met for each progression.

Officials can progress onto the FEI ladder by applying to British Showjumping.  

Once endorsed by British Showjumping, applications will be then submitted to 

the FEI for assessment, approval & inclusion on the Course Designers list.

COURSE DESIGNERS 

TRAINING & DEVELOPMENT PATHWAY



Express interest with 
BS

RM Informed -
Experience building at 

shows arranged

Recommendation 
from 2 L5 CD’s for 

direct appointment to 
L1, ROM endorsed

OR

Apply to attend L1 
CD Assessment Day

Assessment passed
Appointed as L1 
Course Designer

BECOMING A COURSE DESIGNER

New Enquiry

NOTES
BS = British Showjumping 

ROM = Regional Official Mentor



To be, level 1 CD 
Complete required 12 
show days at Cat 1,2 

or Pony Shows

Attend an Officials 
Training Event

Submit application 
with recommendation 
from L5 CD endorsed 

by ROM

Attend a L2 Course 
Designer Assessment 

Day

Pass assessments at 
Assessment Day

Pass written and oral 
exams

Appointed as Level 2 
CD

UPGRADING PROCESS

Level 1 to Level 2

NOTES
ROM = Regional Official Mentor

CD = Course Designer



To be, for at least 1 
year, a level 2 CD 

Complete 12 show 
days as L2 CD

Attend an Officials 
Training Event

Submit application 
with recommendation 
from L5 CD endorsed 

by ROM

Submit potential 
assessment dates by 

1st March

Pass live 
unannounced 
assessment

Pass written and oral 
exams

Appointed as Level 3 
CD

UPGRADING PROCESS

Level 2 to Level 3

NOTES
ROM = Regional Official Mentor

CD = Course Designer



To be, for at least 1 
year, a level 3 CD 

Complete 18 show 
days as L3 CD

Attend an Officials 
Training Event

Submit application 
with recommendation 
from L5 CD endorsed 

by ROM

Submit potential 
assessment dates by 

1st March

Pass live 
unannounced 
assessment

Pass written and oral 
exams

Appointed as Level 4 
CD

UPGRADING PROCESS

Level 3 to Level 4

NOTES
ROM = Regional Official Mentor

CD = Course Designer



To be, for at least 2 
years, a level 4 CD 

Complete 48show 
days as L4 CD

Attend an Officials 
Training Event

Submit application 
with recommendation 
from L5 CD endorsed 

by ROM

Submit potential 
assessment dates by 

1st March

Pass live outdoor 
unannounced 
assessment

Pass indoor assessment Appointed as Level 5 
CD

UPGRADING PROCESS

Level 4 to Level 5

NOTES
ROM = Regional Official Mentor

CD = Course Designer



UPGRADE NOTES

• Level 1 to 2 & Level 2 to 3 must complete 12 show days to upgrade

• Level 3 to 4 must complete 18 days to upgrade

• Level 4 to 5 must complete 24 show days to upgrade

• All levels encouraged to work with more senior Course Designers 

• Must attend an Officials Training Event every 2 years

• Exams are both Written and Oral Exams

– Written = Open Book

– Oral = Closed Book



RETENTION NOTES

• Must attend an Officials Training Event every 2 years

• Levels 1 / 2 / 3 must complete a minimum of 6 show days a year to be 

retained at current level, if not, may be downgraded

• Levels 4 / 5 must complete a minimum of 10 show days a year to be 

retained at current level, if not, may be downgraded


